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A CLASS ACT 
Thursday, October 10, 2002

BY DAN SHEEHAN 
Of The Patriot-News

Nicole Bass ended her workday $25,000 richer yesterday, and it wasn't from finding a bag of cash on the highway, winning the lottery or getting a once-in-a-lifetime raise. 
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Those things might have surprised her, too, but not so much as what really happened. 

The popular West Shore School District kindergarten teacher was one of two educators in Pennsylvania and 100 in the country chosen to receive a National Educator Award from the Milken Family Foundation, a California-based organization founded by philanthropist Lowell Milken. 

"I'm still shaking," Bass said during a raucous afternoon assembly at Red Mill Elementary School, where Pennsylvania Education Secretary Charles Zogby and other officials presented her with a gargantuan blue check. 

"I was totally clueless," Bass said afterward at a classroom punch-and-cookies reception. "I thought [Zogby] was going to announce some kind of educational initiative from the state." 

Bass' energetic teaching style has resulted in honors before, including a teacher-of-the-quarter award from the district last year. 

She has had notable success with Kid Writing, an early childhood literacy program that aims to have pupils reading and writing proficiently by first grade. 

When the education department asked the commonwealth's 501 school districts to recommend teachers for the Milken award, Bass was among the candidates submitted by West Shore. 

A state panel winnowed the field of hundreds down to six and submitted the names to the Milken Foundation, which has given nearly $47 million in educator awards since the program's inception. 

Foundation representative Janet Steele said Bass and a second Pennsylvania teacher to be named next week were selected as winners after an evaluation that began in August. 

Bass "stood out to the state panel and to us," Steele said. "Her teaching skills are excellent and she is very much into helping the individual child." 

A few district officials knew two weeks ago that Bass had been chosen for the Milken award, including Superintendent Larry Sayre and Red Mill Principal Michael Zang. 

They mounted an airtight secrecy campaign. Even Bass' husband remained in the dark until a post-assembly phone call. 

Zogby played the Bob Barker-like master of ceremonies, whipping the children into a high-pitched frenzy as he asked what would constitute a sufficient reward for a good teacher -- $25? $250? 

"No!" the children bellowed in unison, turning thumbs down at each number until Zogby reached $25,000. 

When he named Bass as the winner, the room erupted in a hooting, hollering, foot-stamping ovation that lasted several minutes. 

Bass -- who said she has no idea how she'll spend the no-strings-attached award -- was quick to share credit with colleagues, administrators, parents and the children. 

"They're who made me what I am," she said. "They helped mold and create me." DAN SHEEHAN: 975-9784 or dsheehan@pnco.com 
	
	
	
	


